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Up Coming Events Back 

Despite our soggy spring, the education programming has been very busy!  Along with 

our annual programs, such as the Envirothon and many local Earth Day events, we have 

added several new events.  We hope to continue these events each year and broaden our 

outreach to the Erie Community! 

This spring, ECCD hosted a photo essay contest for elementary students.  Children were 

invited to send in a photo and short essay describing ñSigns of Spring.ò  Our winner is 

second grader Elena Halmi from Edinboro Elementary!  Her class won an afternoon visit 

from ECCD full of environmental games and activities.  Please see our website to view a 

gallery of entries! 

We have also been approved for several grants to support and expand our education out-

reach.  The DEP has funded a grant to build a community garden and compost park here 

at Headwaters Park.  The garden and park will break ground this summer and begin its 

first year with the help of local schools.  This project is open to the public; anyone inter-

ested in participating in the garden this year or in years to come, please contact our office 

for more information. 

A second grant funded by PACD will allow us to host a ñHomeowners Conservation 

Workshopò to be held in October 2011.  

Please check back and visit our website 

for more detailed information and 

times.   

For more information about ECCDôs 

educational programs or events, please 

contact Kristen Currier at 825-6403 or 

kcurrier@erieconservation.com   
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A new event held this year was the 2011 Middle 

School Envirothon !  We had tremendous support 

for our inaugural year, hosting 17 teams at Head-

waters park on May 12th.  Again the weather co-

operated and over 80 students and advisors were 

able to take advantage of this opportunity.  The 

Middle School competition retains the same con-

cept as the high school competition, following 

the five focus subject format.  However, in addi-

tion to the students completing short exams as a 

team, they were also able to engage in hands-on 

activities at each rotation.  Local agencies volun-

teering their time include:  PA SeaGrant, the Erie 

Zoo, DCNR, and a representative from Mercy-

hurst College.  Students were also challenged with presenting an oral presentation on a current issue in the 

environmental field.  The 2011 Middle School Envirothon Winner is Fairview team ñRed.ò  Other school 

districts that participated in the event include North East, Fort LeBoeuf,  the Erie School District, and 

Perseus House.  Team ñRedò members are Jordyn Sanner, Nolan Green, Sam King, Alex Robinson, and 

Anna DiStefano.  

The 2011 High School Envirothon arrived on a sunny, cool morning here at Headwaters Park, along with over 

100 students and advisors.  Nineteen teams competed on May 5th, representing the following school districts:  

North East, Fort LeBoeuf, Wattsburg, Northwestern, 

Millcreek, Erie, and General McLane.  The students 

had worked for months preparing for the event, 

studying the five focus subjects: Forestry, Soils/Land 

Use, Wildlife, Aquatics, and the 2011 Current Issue, 

Salt and Freshwater Estuaries.  Students completed 

exams as a team, proctored by local agencies such as 

the DCNR, Fish and Boat Commission, PA Game 

Commission, and NRCS.  The day finished up with a 

picnic lunch provided by Headwaters Park Trust 

NRC and the award ceremony.  The 2011 High 

School Envirothon Winner is North East High 

Schoolôs team, ñGreenflash.ò  Team members are 

Cody Johnson, Adam Gleishner, Zach Hyman, Caden 

Greenwall, and Lucas Beardsley. 

2011 Middle School Envirothon 
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ering the populations of aquatic 

insects, which in turn had lowered 

the local fish population in the 

creek.  In 2007, it was apparent 

that a gauging station was needed 

to help collect the appropriate 

data to support further assess-

ments. Gauging stations are facili-

ties used to automatically monitor 

streams, wells, lakes, canals, res-

ervoirs, and/or other water bodies. 

Instruments at this station collect 

information such as stream flow 

velocity, temperature, pH, dis-

solved oxygen and turbidity.  

Partners who helped fund this 

project include S.O.N.S of Lake 

Erie, Steelhead Association, Sea 

Grant, and others. This addition to 

the creek is able to provide more 

accurate information for monitor-

ing the stream quality and will help 

pave the way for any upcoming 

steps that must be taken to improve 

the stream.  

The implementation plan 

for Trout Run has taken its 

first steps forward. The 

Erie County Conservation 

District (ECCD) has re-

ceived grants to enact a 

completed plan, which will 

help improve water quality 

within the water course. 

Trout Run was chosen be-

cause it is a state-listed 

impaired waterway, and 

also because of its large 

role in the trout nursery 

waters. On June 15, 2009, 

a public meeting was held 

at the Fairview Township 

Building for concerned 

members of the public liv-

ing within the watershed. 

The meeting was a large 

success and many members 

of the community made the 

pro-active choice to help 

pave the way for a success-

ful implementation. ECCD 

carried out several site vis-

its with private landowners 

to provide feedback, help-

ful tips, and to rank the 

properties for grant fund-

ing. In the near future, 

ECCD is planning to hold a 

septic system workshop on 

how to properly maintain 

and care for a septic sys-

tem. Other future plans 

include implementing 

streambank restoration on 

private properties for ero-

sion control, installing ag-

ricultural best management 

practices to help reduce the 

amount of sedimentation, 

improvement of stream 

flow and reduction of nu-

trients from fertilizers. 

Through continuous moni-

toring of the water course, 

we can evaluate overall 

water quality and can en-

sure a healthy stream for 

many years to come.  

Walnut Creek was chosen as a pri-

ority watershed for the Northwest 

Region due its ties with the steel-

head fisheries, ability to supply 

Lake Erie with freshwater, and rec-

reational activities taking place 

within the stream. The Department 

of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

conducted a comprehensive assess-

ment on the environmental condi-

tions. Issues that were identified 

include loss of wetlands, elevated 

levels of pathogens, and limited 

groundwater resources used for 

drinking water.  It was discovered 

that an increase in stormwater run-

off and pollutant loading was low-

Walnut Creek 
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Erosion along Trout Run 


